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CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT RULING WILL EFFECT SDSU’S 

CAMPUS EXPANSION REQUIRING IT TO PAY  

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Court’s decision may save the City of San Diego up to $20 million in mitigation costs 

 
San Diego, CA:  A significant court ruling today by the California Supreme Court will have a 

direct effect on current litigation initiated by the City of San Diego over San Diego State University’s 
(SDSU) campus expansion and may save the City of San Diego and the City’s Redevelopment Agency up 
to $20 million.  A key issue in the SDSU litigation is who will pay to mitigate the significant environmental 
impacts which will result from the campus expansion.  The California State University (CSU) Board of 
Trustees took the position that based upon the City of Marina v. Board of Trustees of the California State 

University it could not and would not pay for environmental impacts occurring off the official campus 
property such as traffic and housing. The City took a different position. 
 

In today’s ruling, the California Supreme Court reversed the Appellate Court ruling in City of 

Marina v. Board of Trustee and held that the Board of Trustees abused its discretion when it finalized the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) without addressing payment for off-site mitigation measures.  What 
this means is that the CSU system, to be compliant with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
requirements, must take its share of responsibility for mitigation costs.  
 

“Today’s California Supreme Court ruling makes SDSU financially responsible for the 
environmental impacts its campus expansion will have over the community,” said City Attorney Michael 
Aguirre. “It’s only fair.”   
 

The expansion project is a twenty-year development plan of unprecedented, controversial, and 
dramatic proportion that will extend SDSU campus facilities north across Interstate 8 for the first time in 
history.   
 

San Diego Superior Court Judge Ronald Prager had issued a stay on court proceedings pending a 
ruling by the Supreme Court.  The parties are to appear for a status conference scheduled for Friday, 
August 4, 2006 where more specific information will be obtained on how the San Diego case will proceed 
in light of today’s ruling. 
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